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highly artificial, the difference is marked with peculiar
emphasis.

There is no mention of any date in the Shehr-Engiz. It
was probably written in Adrianople, as in the only hint
concerning the composition which the poet gives he says
that the King (presumably Bayezid II) had gone to that
city where he remained a year or two, and that he himself
had repaired thither 'as a share of the royal favour had
reached him/

The poem, which is in the same variety of the hezej
metre as Sheykhfs Khusrev and Shfrin and Hamdi's Leyla
and Mejnun, consists of three parts: a Prologue, the Cata-
logue, and an Epilogue.

The Prologue (Dibaje) is divided into five sections. In the
first two of these the poet confesses his sins and implores
God's pardon, but even here he gives play to his humour
in the whimsical illustrations by which he magnifies his own
wickedness. At the end of the second, Mesihi prays God to
make 'this City-Thriller' (Shehr-Engiz) famous in the city,
which shows that the author himself gave this title to his
little work. The next two sections are devoted, the one to
a picture of night, the other to a sketch of morning; these
have no direct connection with the proper subject of the
poem, of which they are the most conventional parts, though
it is at the close of the second that the author speaks of
his going to Adrianople. The fifth section opens with the
praise of that city, and. then goes on to tell of the boys
bathing in the River Tunja on which the town is built.

Then comes the Catalogue of the boys. There are in all
forty-six of these, each of whom is mentioned by name and
gets two couplets of comment, with the exception of two,
one of whom has three, and the other four couplets. These
couplets, placed under the several names, are not really